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The Colorado River:
Past, Present and Future

Uintah Basin Water Summit
January 11, 2024

Amy I. Haas, Esq.

Executive Director

Colorado River Authority of Utah

ahaas@utah.gov
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1922 Colorado River 
Compact
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Tree Ring Observed

Colorado River Natural Flows at Lee 
Ferry  Historic Wet Periods
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1948 Upper Colorado 
River Basin Compact

+Arizona – 50,000 AFY
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[slide courtesy of the Bureau of Reclamation]



6

Upper Colorado River Basin
Water Year 2021 Snowpack and Inflow into Lake 
Powell
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Impact of DROA Water 

Short-term benefit to Lake Powell? 

Anticipated recovery at Blue Mesa 

Reservoir? 

Long-term impact to Lake Powell? 

Figures are conceptual and not to scale

Anticipated recovery at Flaming Gorge Reservoir? 
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Drought Response Operations Agreement

Sept 30, 2023, DROA FG Balance* = ~333.5 KAF

Increased Lake Powell 2023 Balancing Due to Unrecovered DROA Water* = ~167 KAF
*Values based on 2023 DROA plan; Volumes based on Flaming Gorge Elevation Capacity Curve
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Impact of DROA Water Accounting 

Long-term impact to Lake Powell? 

Total Capacity Lake Powell

Lake Powell 

System Storage

Figures are conceptual and not to scale

Total Capacity Lake Powell

Lake Powell 

System Storage

After upstream recovery, storage in Lake Powell will be 130 

KAF lower than it would have been had DROA not occurred 

With separate accounting and full upstream recovery, DROA 

water would not have caused a decrease in Lake Powell storage

What occurred: What should have 

occurred:
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Recent Emergency Measures: 2021 through 2026

DROA: 2021 release

Lower Division States: 500+ Plan

LTEMP: Lake Powell release adjustment

May 2022 Cooperative Action : 480 kaf 

holdback

DROA: 2022 release

Upper Division States: 

5-Point Plan

SEIS:  DSEIS, Lower Basin Alternative 

Mexico:  Minute 323 additional measures
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Post-2026 Guidelines:  Key Upper 
Basin Operational “Considerations”

• Fix supply/demand imbalance (Structural Deficit)

• Protect existing uses

• Acknowledge drier, more variable future

• Honor states’ rights to administer

• Prevent reservoirs from reaching critical elevations

• Rebuild depleted storage

• No favoritism

• No exclusive reliance on short-term forecasts
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Colorado River Authority of Utah The Authority was established in 2021 

through landmark legislation and was 

sponsored by the Speaker of the House and 

Senate President in the Utah State 

Legislature. 

H.B. 297 COLORADO RIVER AMENDMENTS
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General Powers 
and Mission

The authority may advise, 
support, gather information, and 
provide input to the river 
commissioner

01
The mission of the authority is 
to protect, conserve, use, and 
develop Utah’s waters of the 
Colorado River system

02
The authority may develop a 
management plan to ensure 
that Utah can protect and 
develop the Colorado River 
system and to work to ensure 
that Utah can live within the 
state’s apportionment of the 
Colorado River system

03



T
H

E C
O

LO
R

A
D

O
 R

IV
ER

 A
U

T
H

O
R

IT
Y

 O
F U

T
A

H

17

Current Authority Membership
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18Five-year Colorado River Management Plan (FY 23-27, 
$20.4 Million)

• Measurement

• Hydrology & Operations

• Drought Mitigation
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* Advisory Councils
• Mechanism for Utahns to engage in Colorado River discussions

• Source of citizen input to the River Commissioner and Authority Board

• Provide a venue for diverse group of stakeholders and interested citizens 
to recommend possible solutions to Colorado River challenges
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203 Council Model
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“Defending Every Drop”
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