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GSL Basin is Complex
• 36,000 mi2
• 4 states
• 18 counties
• 141 cities
• 70 groundwater aquifers
• 184,000 acres wetlands

• 1.5 million acres of farmland
• 693 thousand urban acres
• 1,300 reservoirs
• 150,000 water rights
• 2.8 million humans
• Behaviors
• Attitudes
• Values
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Integrating Efforts
HB 429 Great Salt Lake 
Watershed Integrated Water Assessment
($5M, Finish by Nov 2026)

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
WaterSmart Basin Study
($3.1M Match)

“Identify and evaluate BMPs that may be used to 
provide a reliable water supply that:
• Meet water quality objectives  
• Meet agricultural water objectives
• Accommodate anticipated growth and economic 

development
• Provide adequate flow to sustain GSL, GSL’s 

wetlands, and other ecological functions in GSL’s 
watershed”

-HB429

“Provide a thorough trade-off analysis to help decision-
makers balance water supply and demand, and avoid 
deterioration of agriculture, industry, and ecosystems”

- Reclamation Basin Study
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The Challenge
• Ensuring a resilient water supply 

requires extraordinary vision and 
collaborative effort. Solutions remain 
socially and technically complex as 
demands on this limited resource 
continue to increase. 

• Today’s water management decisions 
shape tomorrow’s possibilities.
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The Challenge
Social Complexity

• Social challenges
• Awareness challenges
• Fragmentation
• Organizational and institutional 

challenges
• Legal challenges 

• Water Supply
• Water management
• Land Management
• Quantification
• Environmental challenges

Technical Complexity 
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Our Goal
Ensure a resilient water 
supply for Great Salt Lake 
and all water uses, 
including people and the 
environment, throughout 
the watershed.
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Objectives
1. Forge connections
2. Develop a shared 

understanding
3. Quantify water resources
4. Evaluate options
5. Recommend actions
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Water Supply

What and how 
much water is and 
will be available?

Water Demand

How much water 
do our 

communities and 
environment need 

and why?

Water Quality

How can water 
quality be  

integrated with a 
reliable water 

supply to benefit 
GSL and the 

environment?Watersheds

What benefits could 
forest management 

and watershed 
restoration provide 
for water quantity 
and quality in the 

watershed?

Stormwater

How do 
stormwater 

management 
practices influence 
the water budget 

for GSL?

GSL Needs

How much water 
does GSL and its 
wetlands need to 

support its 
beneficial uses?

An Integrated 
Approach to 
Work Plan 
Development

How can we 
build a resilient 
water supply for 

GSL and its 
watershed?
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Work Plan Development

Workplan Development

Situational Assessment

Focus Group Workshops

Advisory Group

Steering Committee
Outreach

Stakeholder Engagement

Technical Formulation
Building Block 

Definition

Question Hierarchy

Literature Review

Interviews & 
Workshops

Opportunity Review

Prioritization

Gap 
Analysis

The Work Plan for 
the GSLBIP
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An Integrated Approach
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An Integrated Collaborative Approach
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Great Salt Lake Basin Integrated Plan
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How can we 
build a resilient 
water supply for 

GSL and its 
watershed?

Work Plan Rollout
• Mid-November release
• November 15 presentation 

to the legislature
• December 7 open house
• 45 + day review period
• Comment period ended 

January 8
• BIP work begins January 

2024
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Integrating a Watershed: 
Thinking One Water
Acting as One Community
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THANK YOU
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